
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS INFORMATIONAL 

AND GENERAL AFFAIRS MEETING MINUTES 

 

September 29, 2025 

 

The Informational and General Affairs Meeting of the Board of Commissioners of the Township of 

Upper St. Clair, duly advertised and posted in accordance with law, was called to order at 

approximately 7:30 PM, Monday, September 29, 2025, at the Township of Upper St. Clair Municipal 

Building, Board of Commissioners’ Meeting Room, Upper St. Clair, PA, 15241. 

 

PRESENT: Commissioner Paoly  President 

Commissioner Enck  Vice President 

Commissioner Burlingame 

Commissioner Graves  

Commissioner Pardini  

Commissioner Thomas 

 

Matthew R. Serakowski Township Manager    

Mark M. Mansfield  Assistant Township Manager 

Mark P. Romito  Director of Finance 

  Adam A. Benigni  Director of Planning and Community Development 

  Chris Biswick   Director of Recreation 

  Irving S. Firman  Township Attorney 

  Michael Galet   Township Engineer 

  Laura Long   Recording Secretary  

 

 

EXCUSED:  Commissioner Plutko 

 

PUBLIC: Approximately 2 members of the public were in attendance. 

 

CITIZENS’ COMMENTS 

 

Commissioner Paoly asked if there were any comments from public and there were none. 

 

INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 

 

 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT – OLD  

 

None. 

 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT – NEW BUSINESS 

 

Discussion Re. PLC25-9901 – Amendment to Chapter 99 of the Township Code entitled “Public and 

Private Improvements” to Update the Specifications for Fire Hydrants. 

Mr. Benigni stated that to improve firefighting efficiency and enhance public safety, the Township 

will be updating its specifications to require Storz connections on all new and replacement fire 

hydrants.  Storz connections provide a quick-attach coupling that allows emergency responders to 

establish water supply more rapidly during fire events.   
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Mr. Benigni stated that the Storz connection is a quicker process for the fire department than installing 

a hose so it makes sense for the Township to move to this type of connection.  For the water company 

to install the connectors to the Township’s hydrants, the Township Code needs updated.  

 

A Bill granting approval will be prepared for consideration of the Board on October 6, 2025. 

 

Mr. Benigni indicated he has inquired with the water company regarding the length of time fire 

hydrants last and the costs associated with adding Storz connections to existing hydrants.  He expects 

to have more information to share next week. 

 

Commissioner Paoly asked if the Township is looking to update every hydrant.  Mr. Bengini stated 

that may be a future consideration for discussion. 

 

Commissioner Paoly asked if there were any additional questions from the Board, and there were 

none. 

 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT – OTHER 

 

None. 

 

OTHER AGENDA AND DISCUSSION ITEMS 

 

Discussion Re. Recognition. 

Commissioner Paoly asked Commissioner Pardini to present the Proclamation recognizing Fire 

Prevention Week, October 5 – 11, 2025 along with Certificates of Appreciation for four members of 

the Volunteer Fire Department celebrating service milestones at next week’s Regular Meeting of the 

Board of Commissioners. 

 

Discussion Re. Community & Recreation Center Implementation Advisory Committee 

Recommendations & Presentation. 

Mr. Serakowski stated in the Board’s packets this evening is a memo summarizing a year’s worth of 

work from the Community & Recreation Center (C&RC) Implementation Advisory Committee 

(IAC).  Mr. Serakowski recognized the appointed Committee members of the Township Staff and 

Board stating they have worked hard over the past year to assess the recommendations provided by 

Ballard King in the C&RC Post COVID Facility Assessment and categorize them into a sense of 

prioritization.   

 

Mr. Serakowski referred to the cover memo from Staff summarizing the work that has been done to 

date, a timeline of what has been discussed, estimated probable cost of the recommendations, a copy 

of the C&RC Post COVID Facility Assessment, which is still available for the public to review on the 

Township website, and the C&RC final study drawings.  Mr. Edelmann, an architect who the 

Township has worked with over the years on various renovations, will be present next Monday 

evening to provide a presentation of the Committee’s enhancement recommendations. 

 

Mr. Serakowski asked if any Committee member would like to share additional comments with the 

Board this evening. 
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Mr. Biswick, Director of Recreation, stated the Committee focused on the Ballard King Report and 

the recommendations will position the C&RC to serve the community and members for over two and 

a half decades from now.  The Committee has focused on some of the amenities that need 

enhancements.  Mr. Biswick indicated his Staff is here to help with any questions that may come up.  

 

In response to Commissioner Paoly’s inquiry, Mr. Serakowski stated the packet the Board received 

this evening is a summary of the Committee’s recommendations to date; however, everything is up 

for continued discussion of the Board and for public input. 

 

Commissioner Enck stated that while the Committee has reached a consensus on most of the 

priorities, there are differing opinions on some of the options that will be presented and the Committee 

is looking for Board feedback when decisions need to be made. 

 

Commissioner Paoly asked Mr. Serakowski to clarify the Board’s next steps following Mr. 

Edelmann’s presentation at the Regular Meeting of the Board of Commissioners on Monday, October 

6, 2025.  In response, Mr. Serakowski stated the Committee and Staff would like to open up 

opportunities to receive Board and public input following the presentation and to allow time for 

additional input to occur over the next month.  It is anticipated that this item would be included on 

the November 3, 2025 Regular Meeting Agenda for more formal action. 

 

Commissioner Graves indicated that safety recommendations were on the top of every Committee 

members list and this has been addressed in the proposed enhancements.  Commissioner Graves 

stated that the recommendations should position the C&RC to remain competitive in the future and 

that he is looking forward to receiving more feedback and seeing the project move forward in the 

future. 

 

In response to Commissioner Paoly’s inquiry, Mr. Serakowski stated that the finance department will 

be available to answer questions as needed; however, the financing will not be the focus of next 

week’s presentation.  When the final package of recommendations is ready for Board action, 

financing will be reviewed further. 

 

Commissioner Paoly asked if there were any additional questions from the Board, and there were 

none. 

 

Discussion Re. Approval of Contract. 

Mr. Mansfield stated Penn Care, Inc., Niles, OH, has submitted a proposal for a 2026 Ford F-450 4x4 

Ambulance utilizing PA COSTARS government pricing contract #013-E24-312 in the amount of 

$253,042. The pricing includes graphics, additional equipment (Technimount, oxygen mounts, and 

fire extinguishers), transfer of power load, and Penn Care’s preventative maintenance program. 

  

The Tri-Community South Administrative Committee has approved the purchase of the ambulance, 

and its funding will be incorporated in Tri-Community South’s 2026 Capital Budget. 

 

Staff will recommend that the proper Township officials, on behalf of Tri-Community South, be 

authorized to enter into a contract with Penn Care, Inc. for the purchase of an ambulance for $253,042 

at the October 6, 2025 Regular Meeting of the Board.      

 

Commissioner Paoly asked if the Board had any questions and there were none. 
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Discussion Re. Approval for a Grant Application Through the Department of Community and 

Economic Development for a Statewide Local Share Account Grant for the McLaughlin Run 

Streambank Restoration Project. 

Mr. Benigni stated  the Township desires to apply for a Statewide Local Share Account (LSA) grant 

through the Department of Community and Economic Development (DCED) from the 

Commonwealth Financing Authority in the amount of $1,000,000 for the McLaughlin Run 

Streambank Restoration Project. 

 

Staff will prepare the appropriate Resolution for the October 6, 2025, Regular Board Meeting to 

authorize Mark S. Mansfield, Assistant Township Manager, to file all applications, documents, and 

forms between the Township and DCED. 

 

Staff will recommend that the Resolution be adopted at the October 6, 2025, Regular Meeting of the 

Board of Commissioners. 

 

In response to Commissioner Paoly’s inquiry, Mr. Benigni stated the restoration would occur along 

the stream area of the municipal parking lot and park.  Eventually a portion of the parking lot may be 

lost if the Township does not take action to restore. 

 

Commissioner Paoly thanked Staff for being proactive with this matter and asked the Board if there 

were any additional questions.  There were none. 

 

Discussion Re. Approval for an Allegheny County Blight Removal Program (ACBRP) Grant 

Application Through the Allegheny County Economic Development (ACED) Division for the 

Demolition of 1610 McLaughlin Run Road. 

Mr. Benigni stated the Township desires to apply for a grant through the Allegheny County Economic 

Development (ACED) division’s Allegheny County Blight Removal Program to be used for the 

demolition of 1610 McLaughlin Run Road. 

 

Staff will prepare a Resolution for the October 6, 2025, Regular Board Meeting to authorize 

SHACOG to file all applications, documents, and forms between the Township and ACED. 

 

Commissioner Paoly asked if the Board had any questions and there were none. 

 

Discussion Re. Approval of a Resolution Identifying Vacant and Dilapidated Structures within the 

Township. 

Mr. Benigni stated related to the proposed demolition of 1610 McLaughlin Run Road, the Board of 

Commissioners must pass a Resolution that identifies vacant and dilapidated structures in the 

Township in order to apply for Allegheny County Blight Removal Program funding. 

 

Staff will recommend that the Resolution be adopted at the October 6, 2025, Regular Meeting of the 

Board of Commissioners. 

 

Commissioner Paoly asked if the Board had any questions and there were none. 
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Discussion Re. Resolution Authorizing the Appropriate Township Officials to Execute all 

Documentation regarding a Sidewalk Maintenance Agreement. 

Mr. Benigni stated as part of the Country Club Drive Bridge Rehabilitation Project, PennDOT will 

replace the sidewalks that cross the bridge at no cost to the Township.  While PennDOT will continue 

to own and maintain the bridge and the wing walls along the sidewalks, the sidewalks themselves 

will be owned and maintained by the Township. 

 

To finalize this arrangement, PennDOT requires the Board of Commissioners to adopt a resolution 

designating the appropriate Township Officials to execute a sidewalk maintenance agreement.  Staff 

will prepare this resolution for the Board’s consideration on October 6, 2025. 

 

In response to Commissioner Paoly’s inquiry, Mr. Benigni confirmed that the Township will be 

responsible for plowing the bridge during snow events. 

 

Commissioner Paoly asked if the Board had any additional questions and there were none. 

 

 

GENERAL AFFAIRS 

 

Status Report Re. Budget & Finance Committee Meeting held Monday, September 29, 2025.  

Commissioner Enck stated that Mr. Romito provided a presentation on the status of the 2026 budget 

development process to the Budget & Finance Committee earlier this evening.  Commissioner Enck 

stated that things are moving along, some revenues are up, some revenues are down slightly, due to 

conditions happening in the world, the state of Pennsylvania, and locally in Allegheny County.  

Commissioner Enck indicated that overall, the Township is in good shape, and the finance department 

continues to do a good job. 

 

Commissioner Paoly asked if the Board had any questions and there were none. 

 

Discussion Re. Casey’s Clubhouse (Formally Miracle League of the South Hills) Site Enhancement 

Request. 

Mr. Serakowski stated on Monday, August 25, 2025, Sean Casey, President, and Tim Gebhart, 

Executive Director, of Casey’s Clubhouse (formerly Miracle League of the South Hills) provided a 

status report to the Commissioners at the Informational & General Affairs Meeting highlighting the 

growth and success of the organization over the past 15 years. 

 

During the status report, Mr. Casey and Mr. Gebhart proposed site enhancements to greater serve 

their athletes and the Township community.  Such enhancements include the addition of a second 

field, upgrades to the bathroom facility, and the addition of a quiet sensory room.  The conceptual 

plan was provided to the Board to review.  

 

In the weeks following the status report, Mr. Gebhart sent the Board a follow-up letter with additional 

points not discussed during the meeting. 

 

Most recently, the Township received over 130 letters of support from community members and 

participating families requesting site enhancements.  These letters were previously shared with the 

Board of Commissioners.  
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Staff is seeking the Board’s consensus as to whether there is support for these requested 

enhancements.  Mr. Serakowski indicated that this would not be a formal approval or final plan; 

however, Casey’s Clubhouse would like to know if the Township supports their moving forward with 

these potential enhancements and acknowledges their expanding operational needs.  

 

Mr. Serakowski provided the Board with a timeline of the first Miracle Field from Board consensus 

to actual construction and stated it could be over two years before these proposed enhancements are 

in progress.  Mr. Casey initially presented the idea for the Miracle League Field to the Township in 

January of 2010, at which time the Board provided consensus to move forward.   The groundbreaking 

occurred in June 2011, permits were issued in 2012, the fields were finalized in the fall of 2012, and 

the first games occurred in June of 2013.  

 

There is much work to be accomplished before any plans are presented to the Board for formal 

approval, including site plan development, identification of the appropriate engineering and architect 

teams, planning review which would bring this matter before the Planning Commission and the 

Board, and most importantly financing and fundraising. 

 

Commissioner Paoly thanked Mr. Serakowski for the summary and asked the Board if there were any 

questions. 

 

Commissioner Burlingame stated when he thinks of land use, he asks himself if there are better uses 

of existing spaces than how they are currently being used, and he is excited to see how the details to 

this proposed project evolve.  Commissioner Burlingame stated he has a lot of faith in Mr. Casey and 

if this potential field is half as successful as the first one, he thinks it would be fantastic.  He looks 

forward to the process continuing and to seeing all the details. 

 

Commissioner Paoly concurred and stated he was inspired when listening to Mr. Casey speak at an 

event last week.  Commissioner Paoly stated that these potential enhancements would be a better use 

of the land than the current parking area.  Commissioner Paoly indicated he supports continuing 

through the process Mr. Serakowski described earlier. 

 

Commissioner Graves stated he looks forward to his kids volunteering for the organization in the 

future.  Commissioner Graves echoed the sentiments shared this evening, stating that Casey’s 

Clubhouse is a tremendous organization and the Township is quite fortunate that it is here in our 

community, reinforcing the giving nature of our community.  Commissioner Graves stated that he is 

an enthusiastic yes. 

 

Commissioner Thomas stated he agrees and fully supports the process. 

 

Commissioner Enck stated she thinks the Board should move forward with what has been suggested 

this evening; however, she does have a few suggestions and potential concerns.  Commissioner Enck 

stated she had recently visited the Miracle Field and noticed how full the parking lot was.  She 

indicated that she would like to see plans that ensure spaces are not being lost since adding an 

additional field would most likely add additional users, taking an already popular program and 

making it more popular.  Commissioner Enck stated this is still a community space and she would 

like to make sure there is parking for community needs.  
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Commissioner Pardini stated his grandson played at Boyce Mayview Fields on Saturday and he 

missed a portion of the game because he was unable to find a parking space.  He inquired if anyone 

has considered where to add additional spaces since the proposed plan is utilizing a portion of the 

parking lot to add an additional field. 

 

In response, Mr. Serakowski stated that it is a priority to offset any parking loss and with the initial 

conceptual plan it looks like additional parking spaces will be added. We understand that on Saturdays 

and Sundays, especially in the fall, parking is tight and that is with over 700 spaces.  At a minimum 

it would be a zero sum gain; however, the goal is to add more spaces. 

 

Commissioner Enck mentioned she would like to see most of the needed financing to be addressed 

through fundraising and grants.   

 

Mr. Serakowski stated that all of the comments made this evening will be taken back to Casey’s 

Clubhouse. 

 

Commissioner Paoly stated that the consensus he counted this evening is six commissioners who are 

in support of Casey’s Clubhouse moving forward with the process. 

 

Review of the Informational and General Affairs Meeting Minutes of August 25, 2025. 

Commissioner Burlingame moved to approve the Informational and General Affairs Meeting Minutes 

of August 25, 2025. This was seconded by Commissioner Thomas and carried with a 6-0 voice vote. 

 

Consideration of the September 2025 Bill Sheet. 

Commissioner Paoly stated the Board received the Bill Sheet on September 26, 2025 via email and 

there were no questions submitted.  Commissioner Enck moved for approval of the September 2025 

Bill Sheet, which was seconded by Commissioner Burlingame and approved with a 6-0 voice vote. 

 

Acknowledge Receipt of Financial Statements for the Eight-Month Period ending August 31, 2025. 

Commissioner Paoly acknowledged receipt of the Financial Statements for the eight-month period 

ending August 31, 2025 and stated they are available at the Township offices for review. 

 

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS 

 

Commissioner Paoly stated following adjournment, the Board will be meeting for an Executive 

Session to discuss legal and personnel matters. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

Commissioner Pardini moved to adjourn the Informational & General Affairs Meeting, which was 

seconded by Commissioner Graves.  This was approved by a 6-0 voice vote, and the meeting was 

adjourned at approximately 7:56 PM. 

 

 

Laura Long 

Recording Secretary 

September 29, 2025 
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LITIGATION REPORT - SUMMARY 

TOWNSHIP OF UPPER ST. CLAIR 

September 26, 2025 

 

I. CASES WHERE TOWNSHIP IS PLAINTIFF  

 

A. Township of Upper St. Clair v. Irene Johnovna Verzelli (No. AR-25-2214) (Court of 

Common Pleas)  

B. Township of Upper St. Clair vs. Deborah E. McPherson & David C. Mesko (AR-25-

7328) (Court of Common Pleas) 

C. Township of Upper St. Clair vs. Joseph J. Zelezniak & Judith A. Zelezniak (No. CV-71-

2025) (Magistrate Arnoni) 

D. Township of Upper St. Clair vs. Kerry L. Turner (No. CV-138-2025) (Magistrate 

Arnoni) 

E. Township of Upper St. Clair vs. Matthew Weiss (No. CV-118-2025) (Magistrate Arnoni) 

F. Township of Upper St. Clair vs. Perfect Power Wash, LLC (two Cases) (No docket 

numbers assigned) (Magistrate Arnoni) 

G. Township of Upper St. Clair vs. Robert C. Minetti & Joan R. Minetti (CV-195-2025) 

(Magistrate Arnoni) 

H. Township of Upper St. Clair vs. Gokalp Ilkcan (No. CV-197-2025) (Magistrate Arnoni) 

I. Township of Upper St. Clair vs. Loan Funder LLC Series 41493 (CV-198-2025) 

(Magistrate Arnoni)  

J. Township of Upper St. Clair vs. Michael Tomnay (CV-242-2025) (Magistrate Arnoni) 

K. Township of Upper St. Clair v. Song Yifang (CV-243-2025) (Magistrate Arnoni)   

L. Township of Upper St. Clair v. Ronald Riso (CV-244-2025) (Magistrate Arnoni) 

M. Township of Upper St. Clair v. 2610 Cedarvue Drive Trust (No docket number assigned) 

(Magistrate Arnoni) 

II. CASES WHERE TOWNSHIP IS DEFENDANT NOT DEFENDED BY  

INSURANCE CARRIER 

 

A. Shipley Plumbing LLC v. Township of Upper St. Clair (AAA Case No. 01-24-0008-

2776). 

 

B. TBI Contracting, Inc. v. Township of Upper St. Clair and Edelmann Project 

Management LLC d/b/a EPM Architecture (AAA Case No. 01-24-0008-6898).   

 

III.  CASES WHERE UPPER ST. CLAIR IS DEFENDANT AND INSURANCE 

COMPANY IS DEFENDING  

 
A. Jeffrey S. Valperga et ux. vs. The Municipal Authority of the Township of Upper St. Clair, 

Township of Upper St. Clair, and Municipality of Bethel Park, GD 20-9879 (Allegheny County).  

B. HUD Fair Housing Complaint (Jason Depp). 
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C. Estate of Stephen A. Stasenko vs. Township of Upper St. Clair et al., GD 23-3656 

(Allegheny County). 

  

D. Susan Shepherd as Administratrix of the Estate of Chris Shepherd vs. Township of 

Upper St. Clair, (GD 24-2215) (Allegheny County) 

 

IV. OTHER LITIGATION INCLUDING BANKRUPTCY MATTERS 

 

V. LAND USE 

 

 

A. Matthew Weiss vs. Township of Upper St. Clair Zoning Hearing Board (No. SA 25-

000453)(Allegheny County): 

 

 

VI. OTHER LEGAL MATTERS 

 

A. United States Environmental Protection Agency Action  

  Pursuant To 33 U.S.C. §138 

 

B. M & D Properties Board of Viewers, No. GD20-10982  

 

 


